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Christians, and upon it was built a village for them to dwell in,
named Basharatpur, " Town of the Gospel." The first missionary,
the Eev. M. "Wilkinson, baptized some notable converts, particularly
Sheikh Eaji-ud-din, a Mohn.rnmp.dan of rank and influence, who,
after some years of consistent Christian life, died at a great age,
faithful to the last, though plied with every inducement to recant
on his death-bed.

Coming to Lower Bengal, Timothy Sandys had begun the work
which, for as lengthened a period as Smith and Leupolt at
Benares, and with equal faithfulness, he carried on in the capital
of India. Weitbrecht, another of the Basle men, but trained
further at Islington and in English orders, was at Burdwan with
his devoted wife, whose work in England in her old age is one of
the happiest memories of the present generation. But at the
period of this survey, the eyes of the Society rested with the
most eager interest and hope upon the Krisnnagar or Nuddea
(more properly Nadiya) district, fifty miles north of Calcutta. In
this district there haa just been reaped the largest harvest of
converts yet gathered by any Mission in North India.

In 1831, one of the German missionaries at Burdwan, W. J.
Deerr, visited Nadiya, a sacred Hindu town, and the birthplace
of Chaitanya, the "Vaishnava reformer of the sixteenth century.
Thence he crossed the river Hooghly and made his way to another
important town, Krishnagar, where he started a vernacular school.
This district is in the heart of Lower Bengal, and densely popu-
lated, there being at the last census more than two millions of
souls on an area of 3400 square miles, or 590 to the square mile.
Deerr came across some members of a curious community called
Karta Bhoja, " Worshippers of the Creator," one of the numerous
sects, half Hindu and half Moslem, which have from time to time
risen up to protest against the tyranny of the Brahmans. In
1833, thirty persons oi this sect were baptized in the-face of much
persecution. The movement went on without much being said or
thought about it, until 1838, when suddenly the leading men in
ten villages, including with their families some five hundred souls,
simultaneously embraced the Gospel of Christ, and, after some
months' instruction, were baptized. The Society at home heard
of it early in 1839; but the Committee only put a brief and
cautious paragraph in the Annual Eeport of that year. " A spirit
of inquiry," they said, " to a considerable extent, has lately been
manifested in the Krishnagar branch of the Burdwan Mission, of
a very hopeful kind. Time is necessary to ascertain its real
character. Experience has taught the Committee to rejoice with
trembling, even under the most satisfactory indications of a work
of grace among a Heathen population." That was all: not
another word. But shortly afterwards such accounts came from
the Bishop of Calcutta himself as filled all hearts with joyful
anticipation.

" One day," writes Daniel Wilson's biographer, " at the close